
The Meadows Curriculum Overview

Table of Contents 1

The Meadows Curriculum Overview 2

PHSE 3

Physical Education 4

Maths 7

Science 9

English 11

Citizenship 16

Careers 18

Art 21

Computing 22

The Meadows Curriculum Overview 1 Return to Table of Contents



The Meadows Curriculum Overview

At the Meadows School it is our intention that young people experience the challenge and enjoyment of learning.

Our curriculum seeks to re connect young people with learning through the development of knowledge and
skills; and with their strengths, through a recognition of small successes.

We aim to equip them with knowledge and enable them to develop new skills that ensure that they have future
choices and are able to make a positive contribution to their world. We aim to deliver an academic and vocational
curriculum that supports young people in Building Positive Futures.

Our curriculum is taught through a pedagogy that promotes problem solving and creativity. We aim to enable
pupils to be able to recognise that people are good at different things and respect and celebrate  differences.

Our KS3 offer is built on developing secure foundations including literacy, numeracy, oracy and trusting
relationships. This is founded on a consistency of teaching and support staff through Years 7 and 8.

We understand that fluency in literacy and numeracy is directly connected to future prospects and young people
being successful. We recognise the correlation between vocabulary size and life chances has a firm correlation in
educational research. We therefore strive to ensure our students leave with functional skills that allow them to
effectively access, engage and influence their worlds.

There is a strong drive in KS4 to ensure that all students attain a suite of accreditations across all subjects studied
in Year 10 and 11. We are developing opportunities for pupils to develop their own learning and identify and
study subjects outside of our core offer. We predict that these experiences can ignite a lifelong connection with
learning and support them to successfully engage with their careers.

The curriculum is designed to promote a Sense of Belonging, creating connections with staff and across pupil
groups. It aims to deliver Progress for All through accreditation pathways and by recognising individual
differences. Additional and Different opportunities are sought as vehicles for creating memorable learning
experiences. A belief that we are Always Learning is shared.

We develop young people’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural understanding through considering and
developing how we:

● Connect with Others
● Manage Challenge
● Take Responsibility
● Think and reflect
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PHSE

Young people will develop knowledge and skills that they need to keep themselves mentally and physically
healthy and safe.

Content is taught within a spiral curriculum, this allows topics to be re-visited creating a depth to learning. This
structure also allows for content to be carefully matched to contextual understanding and ensures that the
contribution it makes continues to  grow and develop with our  young people.

Expectations across key stages include developing knowledge and confidence in understanding:

● Healthy lifestyles, physical health, fitness and healthy eating

● Emotional wellbeing and mental health

● Diversity, prejudice, and discrimination,

● Drugs and alcohol and smoking awareness,

● Pfeg,  financial education building robust skills in an area which is complex and can have many pitfalls.

● Sex and relationships, families and the strengths of stable respectful relationships including intimate and

sexual. Changing adolescent bodies, sexual health including friendships and making safer choices.

● Personal safety, being safe including internet safety and harms.

In addition we focus on financial education as we believe that our young people need robust skills in this area

which is complex and can have many pitfalls.

Qualification Pathway

Qualification Details

AQA unit awards. There are a number of options for students to choose from under the umbrella of
topics detailed above.
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Physical Education

Our young people leave with:

● A positive relationship with physical activity having experienced success.

● The skills and understanding to be confident in choosing

● Further study

● Lifelong recreation

● Competitive sport

We aim to ensure that Physical Education is accessible to all students regardless of ability, by creating a learning

environment where students feel comfortable. We create this learning environment by ensuring that lessons are

engaging and that challenge and success builds resilience and self belief. We promote independent thinking,

practical skills and teamwork. We actively encourage students to take their new knowledge/skills and enjoyment

of  physical activity outside of school through recreational or competitive sport.

KS3

Pupils develop new skills in; throwing and catching, racket sports, team sports (invasion games) and gymnastics.

Subject Curriculum Overview: Key Stage 3

Year Topics Covered

7 Invasion Games (throwing and catching focus), Free Running, Trampolining, Basketball,
Handball, Table Tennis, Badminton, Football, Ultimate Frisbee, Striking and Fielding, Athletics.

8 Throwing and catching, Free Running, Trampolining, Badminton, Basketball, Handball, Futsal,
Table Tennis, Ultimate Frisbee, Rugby, Striking and Fielding and Athletics.

9 Free Running, Trampolining, Badminton, Invasion Games (throwing and catching focus),
Basketball, Handball, Futsal, Table Tennis, Rugby, Cricket, Volleyball and Athletics.
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KS4
Students will follow the OCR GCSE PE scheme of work in order to enable them to gain an Entry
Level Certificate in year 10 and  prepare them for GCSE qualification in Year 11.

Subject Curriculum Overview: Key Stage 4

10 Throwing and Catching, Basketball, Handball, Fitness, Trampolining, Badminton,
Rugby, Table Tennis,  Futsal, Athletics, Cricket.

Theory:

● Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology
● Socio-cultural influences
● Engagement patterns of different social groups in physical activities and

sports
● Commercialisation of physical activity and sport
● Ethical and socio-cultural issues in physical activity and sport
● Sports psychology
● Health, fitness and well-being

11 Badminton, Trampolining, Table Tennis, Basketball, Cricket, Handball, Rugby,
Athletics.

Theory:

● Physical factors affecting performance
● Applied anatomy and physiology

· The structure and function of the skeletal system
· The structure and function of the muscular system
· Movement analysis
· The cardiovascular and respiratory systems

● Effects of exercise on body systems
● Physical training
● Components of fitness
● Applying the principles of training
● Preventing injury in physical activity and training
● Analysis and Evaluation of Performance
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Qualification Pathways

A range of qualifications and pathways are available to pupils.

Qualification Details

GCSE PE OCR GCSE 1-9, coursework and exam based

Entry Level PE OCR  PE level 1-3

AQA Unit Awards Individual units in a range of sports based on the topics of delivery or bespoke to
meet student needs
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Maths

Our goals include ensuring students are functionally numerate and develop skills that relate to real life and the
world of work.

We aim to make Mathematics a subject that is accessible to all students making the content interesting and
challenging for all learners and all abilities. We constantly strive to make our learning environment safe and fun.
We plan for pupils to make good progress over time and complete appropriate accreditations having aspirational
goals of pupils achieving their predicted (FFT) outcomes.

KS3
Students follow the Mathematics National Curriculum at KS3. The following topics are taught during Years 7 and 8

Subject Curriculum Overview: Key Stage 3

Year Topics Covered

7 Number: Special Numbers, Rounding, Decimals, Negative numbers, Mental and Written
Multiplication and Division, Sequences, Fractions and Percentages.
Geometry and Measures: Angles, Area and Perimeter and Timetables
Statistics: Graphs and Charts, Probability and Measures of Central Tendency
Algebra: Co-ordinates.

8 Number: Special Numbers, All Four Operations including Decimals, Order of Operations,
Rounding and Estimating, Fractions, Percentages of Amounts, Increasing and Decreasing
Percentages, Ratio and Proportion
Geometry and Measures: 2D and 3D Shapes, Accurate Drawings and Nets, Angle Measures and
Facts, Mileage Charts, Bearings, Money and Time, Symmetry.
Statistics: Measures of Central Tendency, Probability, Discrete and continuous data, Scales,
axes, drawing graphs and Presenting Information Graphically.
Algebra: Co-ordinates and Sequences.
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KS4
Students in KS4 follow the AQA GCSE 8300 3-year Course.

Subject Curriculum Overview: Key Stage 4

Year Topics Covered

9 Number: Basic number, Basic Decimals, Basic Fractions, Percentages, Ratio and Proportion and
Rounding
Geometry and Measures: Angles, Scale Diagrams and Bearings, Introduction to Area and
Perimeter, Introduction to Area and Circumference
Statistics: Collecting and Interpreting Data and Basic Probability
Algebra: Basic Algebra, Sequences and Equations

10 Number: Factors, Multiples and Calculating with Percentages
Geometry and Measures: Transformations, Pythagoras Theorem, 2D Representation of 3D
Shapes, Measures, Congruence and Similarity and Further Area and Perimeter
Statistics: Scatter Graphs and Statistical Measures, Algebra and graphs
Algebra: Construction and Loci, Algebra Recap and Extension.

11 Number: Indices
Geometry and Measures: Further Circumference and Area, Properties of Polygons, Measures
Revision and Volume
Statistics: Probability
Algebra: Real-life Graphs, Algebra, Quadratics, Rearranging Formula and Identities, Algebra and
Graphs

Qualification Pathways

A range of qualifications and pathways are available to pupils.

Qualification Details

GCSE AQA Mathematics GCSE 8300, Foundation and Higher levels

Entry Level Certificate Mathematics 5930 at Entry Level 1 - 3

Unit Awards Individual units corresponding to the Entry Level Certificate at Entry Level 1, Entry
Level 2 and Entry Level 3, as well as Level 1 and 2 Units

Functional Skills Edexcel Functional Skills in Mathematics at Level 1 and Level 2
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Science

We aim to enable the students to have a contextualised knowledge and skills of science used in the real world
which is useful throughout their lives.

It is our intention in science to develop a long term interest in the subject through:

● Encouraging a long term curiosity and understanding of the world around us
● Acquiring a wide scientific knowledge to use in their everyday lives
● Developing practical and transferable skills
● Developing responsibility for their safety and that of others
● Developing awareness of the moral and ethical dilemmas faced in science and the wider world
● Obtaining scientific skills that will allow students to make hypotheses, test predictions, record

observations, interpret results and draw conclusions
KS3

Students follow a scheme of learning at KS3, which is designed to match the Science National Curriculum, and is
based on the Exploring Science scheme of work. Additionally, students undertake the ASDAN short course in
Science to further develop their science practical and writing skills. This helps prepare students for success at KS4.

Subject Curriculum Overview: Key Stage 3

Year Biology Chemistry Physics

7 Cells, tissues, organs & systems
Sexual reproduction in animals
Muscles and bones
Ecosystems

Mixtures and separation
Acids and bases
The particle model
Atoms, elements and
compounds

Energy and changes
Electricity
Forces
Sound

8 Food and digestion
Sexual reproduction in plants
Breathing and respiration
Unicellular organisms

Combustion
The Periodic Table
Metals and their uses
Rocks

Fluids
Light
Energy transfers
The Earth and Space

9 Genetics and evolution

Plant growth

Making materials
Reactivity

Forces and motion
Force fields and
electromagnets

9, 10, 11 ASDAN modules:

Human Machine

Biological Challenges

Performance in Sport

ASDAN module:

Chemical Change

ASDAN modules:

Forces and motion

Space physics
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KS4

In KS4, students move onto a scheme of learning based on the Entry Level Certificate in Science
and Further Science. This allows our students the option of completing an iGCSE in Science in year 11.

Subject Curriculum Overview: Key Stage 4

Year Biology Chemistry Physics

10 Cells, genetics, inheritance and
modification
Health, disease and the
development of medicines

Atoms, compounds and
states of matter
Separating mixtures
Acids and metals

Forces, movement and energy
Waves and radiation

11 Plants and ecosystems

Human biology

Elements and chemical

reactions

Fuels and the Earth’s

atmosphere

Electricity and magnetism

Energy and particles

Qualification Pathways

A flexible range of qualifications and pathways are available to students.

Qualification Details

iGCSE in Science Edexcel International GCSE in Science (Single Award) (4SS0)
This pathway is offered to individual students

ASDAN Short Course in Science

Entry Level Certificate NSC0 Entry Level Certificate in Science Levels 1 to 3
NSF0 Entry Level Certificate in Further Science Levels 1 to 3
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English

We aim to show students that words are powerful things, they  influence people and change the world.

We plan for Enjoyment, Enthusiasm and Engagement E - E - E

The ethos underpinning English is that students have enjoyment in, enthusiasm for and engagement with the
subject. We endeavour to not only deliver the necessary skills and knowledge the students require in order to
achieve their goals, but to also encourage a connection with the subject. Our aim is that students take more than
the intrinsic technical skills; we seek to develop a passion for reading and writing as well as a desire to explore
Literature texts. This will be facilitated through a broad and stimulating curriculum content as well as bespoke and
inspiring original resources.

Basic skills and achievements:
● Gain a fluent,  functional level in reading and writing
● Pursue an appropriate accreditation pathway to gain a recognised qualification in English

Reading
● Experience  a broad range of genres
● Opportunities to explore classic novels, heritage poetry and Shakespeare plays, thus enhancing Cultural

Capital
● Encouragement to read for pleasure

Substantive knowledge  skills at how to decode unfamiliar vocabulary and fluency when reading
Disciplinary knowledge → how to interpret, appreciate, analyse, evaluate, synthesise texts

Writing
● Write for a variety of audiences and purposes, understanding key features of each

Substantive knowledge  Hone spelling, punctuation and grammar skills for accuracy in writing.
Use adventurous vocabulary in all writing for a sophisticated composition

Disciplinary knowledge → how to manipulate composition skills in order to write effectively for a variety
of purposes and audiences with increasing sophistication

Speaking and Listening
● Use language for effect to express ideas and opinions
● Develop layered questioning technique to allow probing and analysing in texts
● Engage actively and enthusiastically in discussions and debates employing turn-taking and

appropriateness

KS3

In recognition that the majority of students start with below age related expectations in English and frequently
with a belief that they cannot achieve success, skill development is placed at the forefront of delivery. This allows
for planning connected to pupil and class interests with texts selected carefully to cultivate an appreciation for
poetry, classic and contemporary English texts, as well as World literature  encouraging a love for reading.

We recognise the correlation between vocabulary size and life chances has a firm correlation in educational
research. Texts are chosen that have a varied and complex vocabulary. Reading and being read to are used to
connect young people with a love of language and reading.
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Teachers read aloud to:

• show the joy that reading stories or non-fiction texts can bring.

• develop  comprehension

• widen  knowledge, vocabulary and idea.

The school provides reading opportunities each day. Our chosen phonics programme is Fresh Start and
assessment is used to ensure pupils are provided with the small, repeated steps needed to be successful. The
books children read from in school closely match the phonics knowledge they have been taught.

Writing is closely connected to communicating for a purpose in real life to share experiences and richly record
thinking and opinion.

Subject Curriculum Overview: Key Stage 3

Year Topics Covered

7 ● Autobiography: Diagnostic Assessment. Cover a variety of autobiographies (past and
present/ national and international), reviewing writing styles. Text: Boy, Roald Dahl.

● A Christmas Carol: Explore plot, characters and themes. Review the context (time and
place it was set). Text: A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens.

● Stone Cold: Explore a variety of literacy skills through the theme of homelessness.
Poetry focus: Give by Simon Armitage. Text: Stone Cold, Robert Swindells. Explore plot,
character, themes, context.

● Shakespeare: Text: Midsummers Night’s Dream. Introduction to theatre,
Shakespearean England and language. Engagement with a play text.

● Childhood: Texts: anthology of non-fiction extracts focusing on childhood through the
ages, Focus on language paper skills. Links to previous Y7 units - contextual
understanding and experiences of childhood in a range of historical periods.

● Town and Country: Texts: poetry and travel writing focusing on contrasting landscapes:
Engagement with poets and writers from different cultural backgrounds and
continents. Writing paper focus - create description or narrative based on a landscape
image.

Year 7 - Substantive knowledge coverage
Word level Sentence level Text level

● Parts of speech – identify
and apply accurately

●  nouns [common, proper,
abstract, collective]

●  verbs (main verbs)
●  verbs (modal verbs;

auxiliary verbs)
●  adjectives
●  adverbs

● Punctuation
 full stops
 commas
 parentheses
 ellipsis

● SVO  Subject Verb Object
relationship within a
sentence

● Paragraphs (TiPToP)
● Cohesive devices (simple

discourse markers such as
firstly, secondly, in addition
etc.)

● Topic sentences to
introduce paragraph

The Meadows Curriculum Overview 12 Return to Table of Contents



●  pronouns ● Altering word order for
effect

Reading Writing Speaking and Listening
● Explicit and implicit

information
● Information retrieval
● Start to identify words that

writers have used for effect
● Understand effect of simile,

metaphor and alliteration

● Non-chronological writing
● Descriptive writing (using

the senses as stimulus)
● Use of advanced

vocabulary for description
● Apply word level, sentence

level and text level skills

● Question formation
(what/when/why/where/w
ho/
how/did…/can…./has…/c
ould…/
should…./would…./will….
.)

● Turn taking
● Responding appropriately

Year Topics Covered

8 ● Predators: Informative text, presentation types, research, sentence types,
comparatives, superlatives. Text: The Sheep Pig, Dick King Smith

● Heroes and Villains: Characterisation, setting, creative writing, language devices
(simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia). Text: Jekyll and Hyde, Robert Louis Stevenson.

● Shakespeare: Text: The Tempest. Explore plot, character, themes, context.

● Frozen Planet: Explore narrative viewpoints used by writers (anthropomorphism).
Anthropomorphic creative writing Text: Call of the Wild, Jack London

● Reading for Pleasure: Plot, character, themes, structure. How writers’ craft shapes
opinions of the reader. Text: Holes, Louis Sacher.

● Newspapers: Bias/persuasion, superlatives, hyperbole, alliteration, layout features.
Text: Variety of newspapers – tabloid and broadsheet. Online vs paper copies.

Year 8 - Substantive knowledge coverage
Word level Sentence level Text level

● Conjunctions
● Prepositions
● Active and passive tenses
● Past tense/perfect tense

(ie I have eaten vs I ate)
● Advanced vocabulary –

word bank building
● Adverbial phrases
● Noun phrases

● Punctuation  colon; semi
colon; hyphen

● Clauses – subordinate
clauses/subordinating
conjunctions

● Types of sentences 
simple; compound;
complex

● Functions of sentences 
declarative, interrogative,
imperative, exclamatory

● Fronted adverbials

● Structure/organisational
features

● Time/causal connectives
for cohesion

● Shaping/following an
argument or persuasive
piece

Reading Writing Speaking and Listening
● P.E.E framework
● Embedded quotations

● Writing to argue/persuade ● Speech (using rhetorical
devices)
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● Effectiveness of writers’
language choice

● Starting to evaluate writers’
craft

● Understand effect of
personification,
onomatopoeia and imagery

● Rhetorical devices
(FORESTRY)

● Writing to inform/explain
(clear presentation format)

● Narrative writing using
narrative structure

● Presentation
● Use of layered questions

for deeper questioning
techniques

(literal; deductive; evaluative)

Year 9 is a bridging year which adopts a thematic focus, interleaving higher order skills in order to prepare pupils
for the GCSE requirements.

Year Topics Covered

9 ● Survival: Writing for various audiences and purposes. Reading comprehension. Step Up
to English accreditation.

● Media/Publishing : Advertising, magazines, newspapers, persuasive language.

● To Kill A Mockingbird: Cultural knowledge, comparative analysis, transactional writing,
character interpretation, analysis and evaluation.

● Gothic Horror: Dracula/Frankenstein. Key features of genre. Overview of plot,
characters and themes. Compare/Contrast.

● Shakespeare: Macbeth. Overview of plot, context and key characters.
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KS4

Years 10 and 11 take the students through the Language and Literature elements of the GCSE programme.

Subject Curriculum Overview: Key Stage 4

Year Topics

10 ● An Inspector Calls: Overview of plot, characters and themes in drama text.

● A Christmas Carol: context, plot, characters and themes. Language focus: Fundamental
literacy skills. Paper 1 skills: unseen fiction texts.

● Poetry Cluster: Power and Conflict/ Love and Relationships: Poetry techniques,
deconstruction and comparative analysis. Spoken Language: Fluency, debating
techniques, presentation styles.

● Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet: Plot, characters, themes, context Language focus:
Paper 2 Skills: Non-fiction texts

● Recap, Revisit, Rejuvenate: Consolidate and embed Literature and Language skills

11 ● Lord of the Flies: Plot, characters, themes, allegorical focus. Deliver Literature and
Language skills through the text.

● Unseen Poetry: Strategies to analyse unseen poetry. Analysing effective vocabulary.
Connotations.Language Papers 1 &2.

● Exam Attack: Systematic walk-through of Literature and Language GCSE exams - Paper
1 Language, Paper 2 Language, Paper 1 Literature and Paper 2 Literature

● Exam Honing: Individualised exam preparation

● Funky Skills: Functional Skills

Qualification Pathways
A range of qualifications and pathways are available to pupils.

Qualification Details

GCSE AQA English Language

GCSE AQA English Literature

Functional Skills Level 1
Level 2

Unit Awards Language and Literature Unit Awards
Individual units corresponding to the Entry Level Certificate at Entry Level 1, Entry
Level 2 and Entry Level 3, as well as Level 1 and 2 Units
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Citizenship

We aim to support our young people to understand how the world works and engage with current affairs so
that they can  play a full and active part in society.

Students are supported to become active and responsible citizens through developing skills of debate, balancing
viewpoints and reasoned argument in order to give an opinion on current affairs effectively. The curriculum offers
knowledge and experiences of how to live together in a multicultural society, of democracy, government and the
law and how they and others can have power and influence on a wide range of issues. Key stage 3 content is
taught within a spiral curriculum style, this allows topics to be re-visited creating a depth to learning. This
structure also allows for content to be carefully matched to contextual understanding and ensures that the
contribution it makes continues to grow and develop with our young people. This gives students a base
knowledge in these areas to then progress to focus on the GCSE citizenship at Key Stage 4.

Subject Curriculum Overview: Key Stage 3

Year Topics Covered

7 ● Citizenship - What's it all about?
● What are our identities and communities?
● What rights should all children have?
● How does local democracy work?
● What is crime?
● Citizenship Action - How can we make a difference in our communities?

8 ● How does the political system work in the UK?
● How does the media affect us?
● What is the law and how is it changed?
● How can citizens bring about change?
● Why was the struggle for the vote important today?
● Citizenship Action  - What can we do about global problems?

9 ● How is the UK governed?
● Are people treated equally in UK society?
● Why do people move around the world?
● How can we manage money well?
● Can digital democracy increase political participation?
● Citizenship Action - How can young people play an active role in democracy?

KS4
Students in KS4 work towards a GCSE in Citizenship studies underpinned with a range of AQA unit awards.

The topics/content covered are as follows:

Year Topics Covered

10 Law and Justice: Why have Laws - a constitution, what is the Law? Sources of the law, criminal
and civil law, criminal justice system, criminal responsibility, role of the Police, International
Criminal Court.
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Power and influence: Playing your part in democracy, supporting society, digital democracy, the
media in society, trade unions, pressure groups, EU/Brexit, Commonwealth, UN, NATO/World
Trade Organisations/Non Governmental Organisations/Aid.

11 Living together in the UK: What is a community? History of the UK, multiculturalism, migration
and the UK, British values and identity, community cohesion, origin of human rights, what are
human rights? Rights with responsibilities, moral, legal and political rights.

Democracy at work in the UK: Getting elected – how does it work? Voting Systems - Does
every vote count? How and why do we vote? Forming a government, how are laws made? EU
referendum, Brexit, how are we governed? Balancing the budget.

Taking active citizenship:
Stage 1: Identify issue, form a team. Carry out initial research.
Stage 2: Carry out primary research.
Stage 3: Review research and analyse different viewpoints held.
Stage 4: Plan action.
Stage 5: Carry out action. Stage 6: Evaluation

Qualification Pathways

A range of qualifications and pathways are available to pupils.

Qualification Details

GCSE Edexcel Citizenship Studies

Unit Awards AQA Unit awards in Citizenship - Entry Level and Level one

The Meadows Curriculum Overview 17 Return to Table of Contents



Careers

We aim to  inspire  and excite students about their futures.

It is our intention through Careers Education Information Advice and Guidance to plan and Build Positive Futures.
We ensure that students get information, advice and guidance throughout their time in the school, but
particularly at key transition moments. The CEIAG programme is designed to achieve the Gatsby Benchmarks.

We aim to broaden experiences and to both personalise options to support future transitions and to challenge
expectations and stereotypes and promote ambition.

Our intent will enable students to:

● Provide comprehensive information, advice, and guidance that actively promote equality of opportunity

and challenges stereotypes.

● Transition from school to adulthood and working life.

● Follow courses and programmes which are appropriate for their longer-term aspirations and needs.

● Develop greater awareness about the world of work, industry, the economy, community.

● Develop  key employability skills.

● Relate skills attitudes, concepts and knowledge learned in school to applications in the wider world.

● Develop personal and social skills, in relationships, across a range of contexts.

● Improve employability through Work-Related Learning experiences.

KS3

The following topics are taught during Years 7 to 9:

Year Details

7 Proud Reflections

8 Enrichment

9 Employability

Home Management -Life Skills

Environment – Understanding roles and responsibilities in
looking after the environment, job opportunities
connected to the environment and our understanding of
the local environment.

Vocational Education

Pupils choose 3 options and are in

vertical groups. Options for

2020-2021 include:

● Photography

● Travel and Tourism

● Catering

● Sport

● Outdoor Education

● Animal Care
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KS4

Year Details

Y10 Employability

International Links – Our world,
cultures, and fact files. Jobs
connected to travel, transport links.

First Aid -British Heart Foundation
Heart Start course.

Expressive Arts – Theatre, cinema,
and museum visits,

Communication – Present
information to a group and group
discussion skills.

CV Writing

Vocational Education

Pupils choose 3 options and are in vertical groups.

Options for 2020-2021 include;

● Photography

● Travel and Tourism

● Catering

● Sport

● Outdoor Education

● Animal Care

Y11 Employability

Sport and Leisure -Jobs in the sport
and leisure industry, key skills
development.

Rights and Responsibilities –
Declaration of Human Rights,
personal, national, and international
rights, and responsibilities.

Work Related Learning -Work skills,
health and safety, rights and
responsibilities.

Vocational Learning – undertake and
evaluate

CV Writing
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Qualification Details

Level 2 ASDAN COPE

Level 1 NCFE CV Writing

NCFE Occupational Studies

Employability: What is a CV? Level 1

Personal Action Planning. Level 1

Employability Skills: Team Working Level 1

Outdoor Education: Health and Safety. Level 1

Entry Level Certificate ASDAN Animal Care Short Course

Employability: Preparation for work. Entry Level

An introduction to Careers and Employability. Entry level

Employability Skills. Entry Level

Introduction to BushCraft and Survival Skills. Entry Level

Unit Awards Individual Unit Awards corresponding to pupil interest

The Meadows Curriculum Overview 20 Return to Table of Contents



Art

Our offer through Art is intended to allow pupils to problem solve and think laterally

We aim to develop practical/transferable skills that can be used in later life. We offer different materials and
techniques that pupils may not have previously accessed in their education journey so far. Art explores historical
art references and uses these as the basis for individual pupil experimentation and individual learning as well as
collaborative activities to help create positive working relationships. Experiencing these skills and techniques
gives a more specific focus towards any practical based pathways that students may decide to follow beyond their
time at The Meadows.

KS3
Subject Curriculum Overview: Key Stage 3

Year Topics Covered

7 Drawing and making skills. Techniques/Materials
Insects/Kites - Wooden toy
Bird Box - Basic woodwork skills

8 Skateboard
Fish/Ping Pong gun - Levers and mechanisms
T shirt Design

9 Heraldry
Figures
Wooden Box - Resistant materials

KS4
Students in KS4 follow the AQA GCSE 8300 2-year Course.  Topics covered are as follows:

Year Topics Covered

10 Cubism
Landscapes
Christo & Jon Burgerman

11 Masks - Design and 3D modelling
Independent project undertaking
GCSE Final project preparation and undertaking

Qualification Pathways
A range of qualifications and pathways are available to pupils. 

Qualification Details

GCSE AQA GSCE Art and Design

Unit Awards Individual units corresponding to the Entry Level Certificate at Entry Level 1, Entry
Level 2 and Entry Level 3, as well as Level 1 and 2 Units
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Computing

Intent

Information Technology is important in all curriculum areas across the whole school. The Meadows School seeks

to provide students with relevant safe skills for the production and enhancement of methods of digital electronic

communication whilst ensuring the students study the subject as part of a well-balanced curriculum.  Students

explore computational thinking and creativity to understand and change the world.

Implementation

Students in KS3 follow the DfE’s national computing curriculum which is designed to develop students coding

skills as well as promoting British values. They also learn  how to use  the Internet and devices at school and home

safely and understand what to do  and where to seek advice, should they be the subject of inappropriate

communication. In Key Stage 4 if  students express and interest to choose either Computing GCSE or Media

Studies GCSE with additional  AQA Entry Level ICT assignments.

The following topics are taught throughout Year 7 – 9. E-Safety & Cyber Crime, Animation projects, Pivot, Kodu

Game Lab, Flowol, BBC: microbit, Scratch Programming, Crumble Coding, and Python.  Students also take part in

projects exploring crumble control boards and software to develop vehicles and also explore makey makey,

Bluetooth control BBC: microbit cars.

The core of computing is computer science, students are taught the principles of information and computation,

how digital systems work, and how to put this knowledge to use through programming.

Impact

The Meadows tries to  ensure that students become digitally literate – able to use safely, and express themselves

and develop their ideas through information and communication technology – at a level suitable for the future

workplace and as active participants in a global digital world.  Students are given the opportunity to request to

follow a GCSE course at the end of Key Stage 3.

The learning aims are to:

Encourage the students by offering a variety of methods of learning

Provide students with a selection of computer skills using a wide variety of specialist software

Ensure students can understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science,

including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation at an appropriate level to their ability

Students can analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of writing

computer programs in order to solve such problems

Ensure students can evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar technologies,

analytically to solve problems
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Ensure students are safe, responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and

communication technology.

Key stage 3 students are taught to:

design, use and evaluate computational abstractions that model the state and behaviour of real-world problems

and physical systems  understand several key algorithms that reflect computational thinking;

use logical reasoning to compare the utility of alternative algorithms for the same problem.  Use two or more

programming languages, at least one of which is textual, to solve a variety of computational problems;

make appropriate use of data structures; design and develop modular programs that use procedures or functions

understand simple Boolean logic and some of its uses in circuits and programming of real life situations;

understand how numbers can be represented in binary, and be able to carry out simple operations on binary

numbers;

understand the hardware and software components that make up computer systems, and how they communicate

with one another and with other systems;

understand how instructions are stored and executed within a computer system;

understand how data of various types (including text, sounds and pictures) can be represented and manipulated

digitally;

undertake creative projects that involve selecting, using, and combining multiple applications safely, across a

range of devices, to achieve challenging goals, including collecting and analysing data and meeting the needs of

known users;

create, re-use, revise and re-purpose digital artefacts for a given audience, with attention to trustworthiness,

design and usability;

understand a range of ways to use technology safely, respectfully, responsibly and securely, including protecting

their online identity and privacy; recognise inappropriate content, contact and conduct and know how to report

concerns.
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